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Dear Friends,

This year reminded us of something we've known for a long time: when
our neighbors need help, this community shows up.

As Rowan Helping Ministries celebrates our 40th anniversary, we find
ourselves reflecting on the extraordinary community that has made
four decades of service possible. Since our incorporation in 1986,
thousands of volunteers, donors, churches, businesses, partners, and
staff have joined together around a simple belief: our neighbors should
not have to face crisis alone.

We saw that spirit throughout this past year, perhaps nowhere more
clearly than after the fire at Wiley School Apartments displaced
dozens of our neighbors. In the days and months that followed, our
community came together to help families navigate the crisis and
begin rebuilding their lives. It was a powerful example of the
collaboration that has defined Rowan Helping Ministries for 40 years.

That same spirit is behind every accomplishment in this report. Every
meal served, night of shelter offered, family kept in their home, and
person connected with housing represents a neighbor whose life
intersected with ours during a difficult moment, and a community that
made that help possible.

As we celebrate where we've been, we're also looking ahead. Our
commitment is to build on the past 40 years while responding to our
community's changing needs, strengthening programs and
partnerships, expanding pathways to housing and stability, and looking
beyond the immediate crisis to what comes next.

Our vision for the future is the same one at the heart of our mission: a
community where fewer neighbors face repeated crisis, and more have
the opportunity to build stable, independent lives.

Thank you for being part of these first 40 years. We look forward to
what we'll accomplish together in the years to come.

With gratitude,
The Rowan Helping Ministries Leadership Team

Thank you to our 2025-2026 Impact Report Sponsors:

DAVID B. JORDAN

LEI SYSTEMS
DR. & MRS. THOMAS CARLTON

FIRST HORIZON
NEIGHBORHOOD: MAKING
HOME POSSIBLE

A place to call home changes everything.

This year, Rowan Helping Ministries celebrated the
groundbreaking of the First Horizon Neighborhood, the final
phase of our Miracles on the Horizon Capital Campaign. This
transformative project will add 10 units of permanent supportive
housing to our campus, creating safe, affordable homes for
individuals and families experiencing chronic homelessness.

For those who have spent months—or even years—moving
between shelters, temporary housing, or life on the streets,
permanent supportive housing offers far more than a place to
live. It provides the stability needed to rebuild a life. Residents will
pay rent based on their income while receiving access to
ongoing case management, employment support, life skills
education, healthcare, and other wraparound services that help
them achieve lasting stability.

The groundbreaking also became an occasion to honor a
remarkable legacy. In recognition of her decades of leadership
and steadfast commitment to our mission, the development was
officially named the Kyna S. Grubb First Horizon
Neighborhood—a fitting tribute to a leader whose vision helped
shape the future of Rowan Helping Ministries and expanded
opportunities for our neighbors experiencing homelessness.

This project marks another meaningful step toward breaking the
cycle of homelessness in our community. We are deeply grateful
to the donors, partners, public agencies, churches, businesses,
and community members whose generosity and collaboration
made this vision possible.

Together, we are building more than housing. We are creating
opportunities for individuals and families to find stability, regain
independence, and build brighter futures.
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GATHERING AT GOD’S TABLE

For many years, God's Table has drawn churches from across Rowan County
to Rowan Helping Ministries each Sunday, a gathering of God's people to
worship, break bread, and sit awhile with our neighbors in need. At its height,
52 congregations took part, each claiming a Sunday of their own to serve.
Then the pandemic changed everything. One by one, churches stepped
back, until only a single faithful congregation remained, quietly keeping the
tradition alive.

This year, we have been working to rebuild God's Table, reaching out and
inviting churches to once again take their place at it. That effort is bearing
fruit, and it has encouraged our hearts. New congregations are stepping
forward, old partners are coming home, and each one brings a genuine spirit
of worship and a desire simply to be present with our neighbors.

We know the people who walk through our doors carry more than a need for
food or shelter. There is often a deeper hunger too, for prayer, fellowship, and
someone to remind them they are seen and loved. Tending to the whole
person, body and spirit, has always been part of our calling.

God's Table offers that connection and gives our churches a chance to live
their faith beyond their own walls. As it grows again, we give thanks for an old
tradition finding new life, and our community gathering once more around
the table.




